BUILDING PERMITS 483

2.—Details of Consiructlon Contracts awarded in Canada, 1323-1328, as compiled
by MacLean Bujlding Reporits, Lid.—concluded. .

Distribution. 1923, 1924, 1935, 1926, 1927. 1928,

Trrt or CoNBIRUCTION, 1] $ $ 3 $ $

Apartments...... 12,723,600 20,979,300 25,981,800| 36,720,500

Basidences...., ... 83,766,300) 85,583,100 §8,957,800| 102,445,500
Total Residendial. ... .| 97,645,200 91,324,500 96,480,000  189,582,406( 124,939,600 139,166,380
Churcheg............coovvnn 5,685,2000 17,261,300] 8,540,000 9,942,600] 12,062,700| 8,327,500

Public garages.............. 2,205.506| 3,501,600] 4,409,100 4,820,500 7,3§4,700| 10,83%,100
i 4,205,800 7.818,7001 5.352,500| 6,460,100 8,367,200 506,300
4,598,4001 19,979,400 30,598,700 15,486,400

Office buildings. ............ 11,247,509 7,701,200 9,335,700 11,967,600 40,752,900| 34,120,900
Public buildings.. o0l 5567200 6,726,6000 4,546,400 8,195,200 8,744,700
Behools. 15,628.4000 13.635.800] 23,231,000 17,110,700) 22,244 000] 20,907 400
Stores. 10,735,100|  7.687,900) 13,511,200 12,640,200| 11,831,900 27,448,000

. . 00
Total Business... .. .| 30,436,500| 73,666,708 73.067,10( 112, 105, 948| 163,425.564| 170,226,600
Tetal Industrial.. ... 27,002,000 21,765,000] 10,067,300, 79,689,700| 39,955, L300,
Bridges... . ..curvuineaninrn 6,384,200, 3,079,800 17,804.400| 6.681,700 23,468.900 7.360,200
Dams and wharves......... B.240,8000 4,055,800 4,768,500 7.374,500 6,565.300| 8.207.900
Sewers and water-mains.....| 4.573,500] 7,848,900 8,102,700 7,880.300{ 9,624,700\ 10,355,500
Roads and streets........... 43,500,000] 30.718,500| 26.092,100 24,370,000 24,382, 20,412,500
General engineeriag.......... 49.356,700 43,001,600 30.741.300) 24,961,500| 26.552.600| 43,812,400
Total Engineering. ... 109,150,300 59,604,600 82,103,708 71,756,900] 4,351,300 #9,335.30¢

Building Permits.—The estimated walue of censtruction in 83 cities of
Canada, as indicated by their building permits, is shown for the years 1923 to 1928
inclusive in Table 3.  These cities had in 1921 about 326 p.c. of the population of
Canada, while their 1928 building permits aggregated $219,105,715 or 46 p.c. of the
total contracts awarded, as shown in Table 1. In this table, the 35 cities for which
statistics of building permits are available since 1910 are indicated by an asterisk
(*}, and the totals for these cities are given heneath the totals for the larger group.

Table 4 shows the value of the building permits issued by 35 ¢ities in the years
1910-1928. The average weighted index numbers of wholesale prices of building
materials since 1914 are also given, as are the average indexes of wages in the building
trades since 1910, the latter being compiled by the Department of Labour, and the
former by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. These indexes are introduced to
show as far as possible the fluctuations in building costs with itheir effect upon
construetion work. Atiempts have been made to determine the relative proportion
of material and wage costs in general building, but representative data could not
be obtained.

Owing to the increasing use of the automobile and other means of rapid trans-
portation, a growing percentage of those who work in the cities reside outside the
municipal boundaries. Hence arises in part the necessity for an extension of the
record of building permits to include such suburban areas as the York Townships
in the case of Toronto, and North and South Vancouver. South Vancouver and
Point Grey have been annexed to Vancouver city as from Jan. 1, 1929,



